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Please Help the Pallottines. 
Please cut out this form and return it with your donation. 
Please remember the Pallottines in your will. Thank you. 

Dear Fr. Martin, 

I enclose an offering of  € ……………..   to help the Pallottines’ 
mission to assist, educate and empower the people they minister to. 

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS. 

 Name .................................................................................

 Address .................................................................................

  .................................................................................

Send to: Fr. Martin Mareja, SAC 
Pallottine Fathers Missions
Thurles,  Co. Tipperary,  Ireland  E41A271

Email:  palmissions@gmail.com
If you would like us to acknowledge your 
donation, please tick this box. 

Registered Charity Number: 20011826

with a green tablecloth. Fr. John Oona blessed the food 
and all present. Peals of laughter were abundant and the 
merriment continued for many hours.

The achievements and contributions of the community 
at the Centre should be commended in making the world 
a better place for the children. They feel safe, safe to be 

themselves, and a 
place to be loved.

This radiates 
from Fr. Tommy, 
who has a 
unique, humble 
and very gentle 
way of bringing 
people together, 
motivating us all 
to lead a good and 
meaningful life.
Asante sana
Fr. Tommy

St Patrick’s Day
Siuyu Rehabilitation Centre 

Anne Wrafter Babel

The challenge in writing 
this is attempting to capture the 
emotional impact of celebrating 
St Patrick’s Day at the Siuyu 
Rehabilitation Centre, which was 
established by Fr. Tommy Ryan 
in 2007. With the support of the 
Pallottine Sisters and the local 
community, it accommodates, 
nurtures and educates children 
with special needs.
   These children are among the 
most vulnerable members of 
society. I expected to witness 
struggles due to their various 
health issues, but instead we saw their delight in having 
visitors and their strong desire to be our friends.

From the moment we entered the centre, we were 
immersed into an environment of joy, happiness and love. 
The children model life’s most precious pleasures, teaching 
us to value each other, our health and our happiness. Yes, it 
is a challenge to fi nd words to describe the wonderful Siuyu 
community – perhaps we are amongst saints!

In March 2025 I returned to Tanzania for a two-week 
visit with my youngest daughter Lydia and our good friend 
Fr Martin Mareja. This trip accounts for the most special St 
Patrick’s Day that I have enjoyed and which I now have the 
pleasure of recollecting.

As the cockerel crows at 5:30 am, the early morning 
voices of children begin to be heard. It seems like typical 
morning at Siuyu, but not for us. The Feast of Saint Patrick 
has arrived, and we plan to turn the centre green. While the 
children attended school, many hands make preparations 
for the occasion.

Locally sourced food was prepared, bunting was hung, 
and Irish fl ags were fl own. Like most Irish celebrations, 
all are extended a “céad mile fáilte” or “karibuni sana” 
– a warm welcome. The Pallottine Fathers, Sisters, the 
wonderful staff, teachers and friends of the centre gather in 
the courtyard – and everyone wore something green!

Once the children returned from school, face painting 
began and their wrists were adorned with Irish ribbons. Two 
teachers from the nearby school supplied music. Everybody 
wanted to be involved, and nobody waited to be invited 
to dance – least of all the children! Those in wheelchairs 
moved their bodies to the beat, and everyone whirled 
around the courtyard, a typical morning at Siuyu.

We joined Frs. John, Tommy and Martin at a table laid 

85 Years later
Fr Bertie Flanagan SAC

The founding pioneers of the Irish Pallottine Fathers 
mission in Tanzania were Patrick Winters, Jim Mullen 
and Vincent Cunningham. They boarded the Llandaff 
Castle in Southampton in May 1940 bound for 
Mombasa and arrived safely in June after navigating 
the seas of WWII. From there they travelled by train to 
Tanganyika bringing News of Peace and Good Will.

The challenges of our pioneer priests is the story of 
slow and steady progress in spite of all the setbacks 
they faced. They set to work, learning the language 
and customs of the people and and adapting to their 
surroundings. 

Soon they were joined by several Pallottines from 
Ireland. Fr Patrick Winters was consecrated Bishop 

on 4th May 1952 in the Cathedral of the Assumption, 
Thurles, the 1st Bishop of the newly erected diocese of 
Mbulu, Tanzania.

I was appointed to work in Tanzania in 1967. 
By that time, the Pallottine missionaries had built 
churches, schools, dispensaries, and two hospitals 
staffed by the Medical Missionaries of Mary and also 
a minor seminary which was to provide many African 

priests to the ministry.
Unfortunately, for some time there are no Irish 

Pallottines available now but we have over 40 African 
Pallottines working in three dioceses in Tanzania and 
also in the Archdiocese of Nairobi, Kenya.  They don’t 
have to learn the culture and customs of the people 
now and they are better equipped to do their work with 
the people and are very much involved in the pastoral 
life of the parish.

Mighty oaks from tiny acorns grow, 85 years from 
the arrival of our fi rst three Pallottines a lot has indeed 
been achieved.

Fr Séamus Wheelan SAC writes
After 20 years I have seen vast changes, better 

roads, better communication, better housing and  the 
cultivation of the land. But there is still a lot to be done. 
I was struck by the joyfulness of the priests and the 
people they serve. It is also great to see so many young 
priests trained by the Irish Pallottines continuing the 
work begun by their Irish predecessors.

 Frs Bertie & Séamus with Pallottine students
 L/R Fr Bertie, Bishop Mapunda, Fr Séamus

Lydia dancing with the children
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Data Protection Legislation
If you receive a subscription form for Associate membership, the Pallottine 
Voices newsletter and calendar, know that we keep an electronic record of your 
name and address.
We use this information exclusively to send you those items and we do not 
share your information with any third party.
In compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
requirements, if you require this information removed from our database we 
will do so. You can contact us at palmissions@gmail.com

Twenty years ago, there was only a handful of 
ordained African Pallottines but now the New Region 
of God of the Infi nite Love is proud of over forty 
ordained members. It is heartening to see the spirit of 
cooperation in all the communities It was also refl ected 
on how our transportation from one community to 
the next was organised and executed, and also in the 
reception accorded to Fr Bertie and myself. 

The Easter celebration fi lled me with joy. Churches 
were full, beautiful liturgies and music was most 
inspiring and reminded me quite a lot of the church in 
the Ireland of 50 years ago. The highlight of my visit 

was the time spent with my colleague and ordination 
companion Fr Tommy Ryan. To see Tommy with all the 
little special needs children around him demonstrated 
the great love and kindness that he has in his heart for 
the poor, the lonely and their special needs. 

Also, the beautiful school that the Pallottine 
Missionary sisters have built is something out of this 
world. I have seen the foundation with Srs. Mary, 
Hedwig and Rose. 

The hospitality I received in all the different 
communities was very special. Thanks to John Onna 
and Martin Mareja for organising our stay and our 
visits to them. John, Srs Fides, Mary, Yohana, and 
Veronica, thank you for your Pallottine hospitality.

Feast of Our Lady
Queen of Apostles

Knock 2025

Bro Stephen Buckley, SAC

Words of Welcome
On behalf of the members of the National Coordination 

Council of the Union of the Catholic Apostolate, I would 
like to welcome all of you who have joined us here in the 
Church of St. John the Baptist, in Knock, to celebrate the 
feast day of our Patroness, Our Lady Queen of Apostles.

Every year, on the Saturday before the Solemnity 
of Pentecost, we travel to Knock from many parts of 
the country on pilgrimage. Coming here to the place 
where Mary visited, we desire to be in her company 
to pray and to refl ect.
The Union of Catholic Apostolate – what is that?

The Union of Catholic Apostolate is the spiritual 
legacy of St. Vincent Pallotti.  He was born in Rome 
in 1795, and lived all his life there. St. Vincent spent 
his priesthood working among the poor of Rome. 
His aim was to revive the faith of all Catholics, 
and to re-kindle the love of neighbours among all 
people

During his ministry, St. Vincent realized that lay 
people, as well as priests, brothers and sisters must 
all work together for this purpose: “to revive faith 
and re-kindle love”.  It was out of this realization 
that the Union of Catholic Apostolate was born 
in 1835. He strongly believed that the Catholic 
Apostolate is the right and the responsibility of all 
who call themselves followers of Christ.  It consists 
in doing all that a person must and can do for the 
greater glory of God and for one’s own salvation and 
that of one’s neighbour.

The Word of God given to us today.
Our Old Testament reading today is taken from the Book 

of Judith. This is a small book in the Old Testament which 
tells the story of a victory won by the Jewish people over 
their enemies, thanks to the intervention of a woman.  Judith 
is an intelligent, devout and resolute woman, qualities that 
we see also in the Blessed Virgin Mary. The words spoken 
by King Uzziah in today’s reading also apply to the Blessed 
Virgin: “The trust you have shown shall not pass from the 
memories of men, but shall ever remind them of the power 
of God.”

The second reading is taken from the Acts of the 
Apostles, and it tells us about the immediate aftermath of 
the Ascension of the Lord Jesus into Heaven.  Jesus had 

told his disciples to “wait in Jerusalem” and their response 
to this command was to gather together in the Upper Room 
“in continuous prayer”.  We are told that they were not on 
their own, because they were joined by “…several women, 
including Mary, the Mother of Jesus”. When you look at 
the image below you can see that Mary’s hands are joined 
in prayer.

The Gospel reading that we have listened to today is 
taken from the Gospel of St. John. It is an eye-witness 
account he has given to us.  He was there at the foot of the 
Cross and both he and Mary witnessed the death of Jesus. 
Perhaps Mary was remembering the words of Simeon when 
she presented Jesus in the Temple.  Certainly, Mary knew 
the awful pain of “the sword piercing her own soul”. And 
yet, she had the strength and the fortitude to accept the new 
mission that Jesus, her Son, entrusted to her.

We can call this her second Annunciation, because Mary 
plays a central role in the birth of the Church. Mary, the 
Mother of God, Mother of the Church, comes to our aid in 
the trials and disappointments of life and she encourages us 
to persevere in hope and trust in her Son, Jesus.

The phrase that resonates with me from this Gospel is 
the following: “And 
from that moment the 
disciple made a place 
for her in his home”. 
This line is a challenge 
to all of us.  Let’s all ask 
ourselves in the silence 
of our hearts, Has Mary 
a place in my home?
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Fr Tommy and children in Siuyu

Sr Rosemary and companions

Srs Fides, Mary, Yohana, and Veronica


